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CARMARTHEN TOWN COUNCIL

MONTHLY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL

HELD ON 27TH MAY 2015
The Mayor, Cllr Barry Williams, presided over the monthly meeting of Carmarthen Town Council held in the Council Chamber, St Peter's Civic Hall, on Wednesday, 27th May 2015, at 8.00 pm.
PRESENT:
Cllrs:  
Dorothy Bere, Dr Dewi Evans, Dr Baba Gana, Philip Grice,



Peter Hughes Griffiths, Anthony Jenkins, Alun Lenny,



Arwel Lloyd, Kenneth Lloyd, Alan Speake, Wyn Thomas,




and Barry Williams  
23.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Reverend Tom Defis, Non Edwards, Dr Richard Edwards, Dr Ioan Matthews, and Douglas Rose. 
24.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Cllr Alun Lenny declared an interest as Chairman of the County Council's Planning Committee. Cllr. Ken Lloyd declared an interest in regard to a planning application that was to be discussed later in the meeting.

25.
TO CONFIRM AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 29TH APRIL 2015

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Council held on the 29th April 2015 be accepted as a true record. 
26.
MATTERS ARISING

Minute 617 – Planning Matters:  Following circulation of the minutes it transpired that a Declaration of Interest had not been recorded in the original minutes, although the interest had been declared at the time. The declaration of interest had been made by Cllr Dr Dewi Evans in respect of Planning Application W/31902 - Pantglas Estate, Bronwydd Road, Carmarthen.  In addition, Cllr Dr Evans did not contribute to the discussion that ensued. 

27.
QUESTIONS


No questions were reported.
28.
PLANNING MATTERS - CURRENT APPLICATIONS

Two new applications had been received:


W/31973 – Plot adjacent to 14, Knoll Gardens – Construction of Dwelling 


W/32017 – 41, Myrddin Crescent – Alterations to existing roof including addition of two hipped roof dormer windows. 


It was RESOLVED that Council has no observations on the above applications.
29.
HIGHWAYS MATTERS:  KING STREET AND QUEEN STREET

Members NOTED that a Public Notice had been issued in respect of a proposed waiting restriction along the service road at Market Way, Carmarthen.
.

30.
LICENSING MATTERS

No licensing matters were reported.
31.
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2015


Attached as Appendix 4 to the agenda, was the Statement of Accounts for the Year Ended 31st March 2015 as prepared by L. H. Philips, Chartered Accountants, and Council's Financial Adviser.  Members complimented the office staff on the professional manner in which the accounts had been presented.

Members commented on payments for work done at St David’s graveyard at which Council employees carry out agency grass maintenance work.  Concern was expressed at the current state of part of the cemetery which has become an eyesore and a danger to the public. Previous requests to the County Council to clear the area resulted in the reply that it was in ‘reasonable condition’. 


It was RESOLVED that:

(a)
the Statement of Accounts for the Year Ended 31st March 2015 be approved and adopted by Council.

(b)
the Town Clerk to arrange a meeting between representatives of the Church Authority, the Town Council and the County Planning Department regarding the condition of St David's Church graveyard.
32.
INTERNAL AUDITOR'S REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2015

Attached as Appendix 5 to the agenda was the Internal Auditor's Report for the Year Ended 31st March 2015, prepared by Lyn Llewellyn Audit Service.  The Internal Auditor, having undertaken the audit of the Council's accounts, found that . . .'he was very pleased to confirm that all the   prescribed tests in relation to Council’s internal controls systems have been satisfactorily completed, and as a result there are no matters he 

needed to bring to the attention of the Council'.  Members commended this outcome.

It was RESOLVED that the Internal Auditor's Report for the Year Ended 31st March 2015 be adopted and approved by Council.
33.
RESPONSE TO THE INTERNAL AUDITOR'S REPORT


It was NOTED that, in the absence of any issues raised in the Internal Auditor's Report, no response would be required for the Year Ended 31st March 2015.

34.
ANNUAL RETURN FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2015

Attached as Appendix 6 to the agenda was the Annual Return for the Year Ended 31st March 2015.  It was RESOLVED that Council adopts and approves the Annual Report for the Year Ended 31st March 2015.
35.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT (DEMOCRACY) (WALES) ACT 2013, ORDER 2015

This statutory guidance, which came into effect on the 1st May 2015, refers to the publication of Council information electronically. It can include agendas, annual  audited accounts, register of Members’ interests - in fact any Council information to be made available to the public domain.  With regard to Joint Standards Committees and referral of Misconduct Cases/Dispensation Applications, these are under consideration by Welsh Government for amending. 
In the meantime it is suggested that all Members submit their declaration of interests in readiness, including those without any interests to declare, as the register needs to include these to show nil entry. Later in the year the information held at the office can be amended if Members have any changes to make. 

It was RESOLVED that the matter be noted and that Members complete appropriate Declaration of Interest forms. 
36.
RURAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2014 – 2020 SURVEY

Attached as appendix 7 to the agenda was a survey to complete, together with an invitation to attend a workshop at the National Botanic Garden on Monday, 8th June 2015. 


Following a brief discussion on this important subject Members agreed that a representative attend the workshop.

It was RESOLVED that the Mayor, Cllr Barry Williams, will attend the workshop on the 8th June 2015.
37.
CEMETERY INTERMENTS – CULTURAL NEED

Attached as Appendix 8 was a document outlining the procedure for all burial requests at the Town Cemetery. Also attached was a plan of the proposed site suitable for cultural need burials, which had been identified by senior Members of Council and staff. 

It was RESOLVED that a further site visit take place and a report be prepared by Officers and presented to Members at a future meeting.
38.
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT – REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

Members were informed, via a Freedom of Information Act request received from the County Council’s Standards Committee, of the number of times over the last three years that Declarations of Interest had been made and the numbers of Members who had received training. 


It was RESOLVED that the information be noted.

39.
TOWN AND COMMUNITY COUNCIL COUNTY LIAISON FORUM

Members were informed of the dates in 2015 when meetings of the above would take place. 


It was RESOLVED that the information be noted.
40.
REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS AS REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES, TOGETHER WITH THE MAYOR'S REPORT


The Mayor’s list of engagements, circulated as Appendix 10, was noted.


With the approval of the Chair, Cllr Barry Williams, it was RESOLVED that standing orders be suspended in order to discuss the following item:
41.
DYFED-POWYS POLICE HELICOPTER


The meeting was informed that it was the intention of the National Police Air Service (NPAS) to close the Pembrey base on the 1st January 2016.with the loss of the helicopter. Members expressed their concerns regarding this matter and discussed ways of mounting a campaign to save the service.


It was RESOLVED  that  the Mayor, Cllr. Barry Williams, write to the Home Secretary, the Welsh Secretary, local MPs and AMs to express the Town Councils’ concerns regarding the loss of the helicopter service.
With the approval of the Chair, Cllr Barry Williams, it was RESOLVED that standing orders now apply for the remainder of the meeting.
42.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS


It was RESOLVED, in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, that the public and press be excluded from the meeting in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

43.
TO CONFIRM AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON 11 MAY 2015


It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Management Committee held on the 11th May 2015 be signed and accepted as a true record.
44.

MATTERS ARISING

Members were informed that the post of Town Clerk be re-advertised, with interviews for shortlisted candidates to take place on the 6th or 7th July 2015.

It was RESOLVED that the information be noted.


The meeting closed at 9.15 pm.
